First Test

Played at Lord's, London on July 14, 2002.

England Post War XI : First Inns

Hutton                   (Not Out)      129

Gooch       c Lillee     b Marshall      18  27

Dexter      c Marshall M b Lillee         1  36

May         c Warne      b Muralitharan  89 189

Cowdrey M.C c Richards B b Warne          3 210

Botham      c Gilchrist  b Warne         26 256

Knott       c Lara       b Marshall       2 266

Laker       c Gavaskar   b Marshall       2 268

Underwood                b Marshall       0 268

Trueman                  b Lillee         2 281

Statham     c Lillee     b Marshall       4 292

            Extras (Nb-2, B-6, Lb-8)     16

            All Out (108.4 overs)       292

Rest of the World Post War XI : Bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Marshall      17.4  2  46  5

Lillee          17  2  52  2

Muralithararan  30  5  66  1

Sobers          17  7  30  0

Warne           27  3  82  2

Rest of the World Post War XI : First Inns

Gavaskar                 b Statham       26  84

Richards B  c Statham    b Trueman       18  27

Richards V  c Knott      b Underwood     85 170

Lara        c Gooch      b Statham       75 274

Tendulkar   c Hutton     b Underwood     59 294

Sobers      c Hutton     b Statham       35 314

Gilchrist                (Not Out)       95

Warne       c Botham     b Underwood      0 315

Marshall    c Cowdrey    b Statham        0 322

Muralitharan         c & b Trueman       10 385

Lillee               lbw b Underwood     22 440

            Extras (Nb-1, B-4, Lb-10)    15

            All Out (136.2 overs)       440

England Post War XI : Bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Trueman         23  5  54  2

Botham          17  1  94  0

Dexter          16  3  48  0

Statham         25  3  86  4

Laker           24  5  59  0

Underwood     31.2  6  84  4

England Post War XI : Second Inns

Hutton               lbw b Muralitharan 136 302

Gooch       c Sobers     b Warne         12  30

Dexter                   b Muralitharan  27  63

May         c Richards B b Marshall      25 102

Cowdrey M.C c Lara       b Warne         63 237

Botham               lbw b Warne          0 237

Knott       c Lara       b Warne          5 255

Laker                c & b Warne          1 267

Underwood   c Warne      b Muralitharan   0 268

Trueman     c Sobers     b Muralitharan   0 268

Statham                  (Not Out)       12

            Extras (Nb-1, B-9, Lb-11)    21

            All Out (138.8 overs)       302

Rest of the World Post War XI : Bowling

                  O  M   R  W

Marshall         22  6  44  1

Lillee           18  3  49  0

Sobers           22  9  30  0

Warne            44 14  84  5

Muralithararan 32.2 10  74  4

Rest of the World Post War XI : Second Inns

Gavaskar                 (Not Out)       57

Richards B           lbw b Statham       11  32

Richards V  c Cowdrey    b Trueman       22  59

Lara                 lbw b Statham       13  86

Tendulkar   c Gooch      b Laker         23 115

Sobers                   (Not Out)       17

Gilchrist

Warne

Marshall

Muralitharan

Lillee

            Extras (B-5, Lb-8)           13

            for 4 Wkt(s) (49 overs)     156

England Post War XI : Bowling

                  O  M   R  W

Trueman          11  4  30  1

Statham          11  2  44  2

Laker            13  4  26  1

Underwood        13  2  39  0

Botham            1  0   4  0

Result: Rest of the World Post War XI Won the Match by 6 Wkts.
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A note on the Strategy and Tactical decisions used

Y. Ananth Narayanan

The match was simulated with two captains, Y. Ananth Narayanan (hereinafter denoted as Ananth) and K. Shankar (hereinafter denoted as Shankar). Shankar had earlier assisted Ananth in development of the simulation package during the early 90s.

Ananth captained Rest of the World XI and Shankar, the England XI.

The only strategy agreement at the beginning was that the batting cornerstones of the two teams, Gavaskar and Hutton, would be used, to the farthest extent possible, in their anchor roles, allowing the stroke makers to flourish. Otherwise the two captains took their own decisions.

The strategy decisions are explained below in a reasonably chronological order.

1. Hutton batted for a total of over 16 hours in the match. Shankar kept his strategy at Ultra Defensive (his forte) for all but the last 30 minutes of his batting. When Statham came in to bat at 268 for 9, with a lead of around 120, he decided to swith Hutton to a far more attacking mode. Ananth also tried to take Hutton’s wicket. The result, a quick 34 run partnership, but also Hutton’s wicket.

2. Ananth adopted a similar strategy for Gavaskar. It worked very well, especially in the slightly dodgy second innings, when a few wickets fell quickly. 

3. With 2 spinners in each team and Sobers bowling more than half his overs with spin, an average of 95 overs was bowled during each day.

4. The new ball was taken during England second innings at the beginning of the second day (after 95 overs) and worked very well, with Marshall and Lillee cleaning up the late order. May played a quality innings, unfortunately the only one to give Hutton some support.

5. A randomizing decision within the program meant that Statham did not take the field at the beginning of the ROW first innings. Shankar had to start with Botham, who was hit for runs in each of his four spells. Statham and Underwood bowled very well.

6. In the ROW first innings, Ananth adopted a strategy of attacking batting with Barry and Viv Richards. It worked very well with Viv Richards. However, he changed the strategy of both the current greats, Lara and Tendulkar, to defensive, to make sure of a good lead. This also worked, Lara scoring 75 and Tendulkar, 59. However, when Gilchrist came in, the score was 314 for 6 and the score quickly went to 322 for 8. This was the crucial stage of the innings. Ananth nursed Gilchrist through the first few overs, with a defensive strategy and enforced Run Control to protect Muralitharan. Then he switched Gilchrist to a far more attacking mode, keeping the Run Control option. Shankar went on the defensive for Gilchrist and tried to take the wickets of Muralitharan and Lillee. However, two crucial stands of 63 and 55 were formed and the lead became a very useful 148. Even though Gilchrist was stranded on 95 (who cares about a century, anyhow), he played a match winning innings.

7. The England second innings followed a similar pattern to their first innings, barring a useful last wicket stand between Hutton and Statham, already described. Hutton narrowly missed carrying his bat for the second time in the match. Cowdrey gave some support. The spinners, Warne and Muralitharan, were given long spells and did very well.

8. In the ROW second innings, Shankar took his only chance by going in an all-out attacking mode. Ananth, who had nearly 80 overs to score the runs, took a different strategy to the first innings and kept all his batsmen on their available defensive capabilities. Still, Shankar took 4 wickets and the score was 115 for 4 when Sobers walked in. A wicket at this stage would have let the cat amongst the pigeons. However, the two batsmen, with a combined Test batting average of 110, won the match for ROW.

9. This time Shankar opened with the great pair of Trueman and Statham, followed by the two great spinners. They all did something, but not enough. Another 50 runs to make would have been interesting.

Gooch, Dexter and Botham for England had a forgettable match. Barry Richards for the ROW failed to set Thames on fire.

Hutton was the undisputed man of the match. The only other serious contender would have been Warne, who, however, failed with the bat.
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Second Test

Played at Kensington Oval, Bridgetown on July 19, 2002

England first inns                                 Balls 4s/6s

Hutton                lbw b Lillee        10  33

Gooch                     b Lillee        36  80

Dexter                lbw b Sobers        58 136     80   7/0

May                       (Not Out)       92        145   9/0

Cowdrey M.C  c Gilchrist  b Sobers         5 142

Botham                lbw b Marshall      73 248     98   7/2

Knott                     b Marshall       4 252

Laker        c Lara       b Marshall       8 270

Underwood                 b Lillee         0 273

Trueman      c Richards   b Lillee         3 299

Statham      c Tendulkar  b Marshall       1 308

             Extras (Nb-3, B-8, Lb-7)     18

             All Out (80.1 overs)        308

Rest of the World bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Marshall      18.1  2  67  4

Lillee          20  0  79  4

Sobers          22  2  62  2

Muralitharan    11  0  51  0

Warne            9  0  31  0

Rest of the World first inns                       Balls 4s/6s

Gavaskar     c Underwood  b Botham        25  91

Richards B            lbw b Statham       29  52

Richards V   c Hutton     b Trueman      103 207    138  11/2

Lara                  lbw b Dexter        50 220    102   6/0

Tendulkar                 (Not Out)       47

Sobers       c Knott      b Botham        14 252

Gilchrist    c Gooch      b Statham       31 300

Warne        c Laker      b Statham        4 312

Marshall     c Knott      b Statham        6 323

Muralitharan c May        b Trueman        4 330

Lillee                    b Trueman        4 339

             Extras (Nb-4, B-11, Lb-7)    22

             All Out (117.3 overs)       339

England bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Trueman       20.3  2  70  3

Statham         24  2  60  4

Dexter          20  4  51  1

Botham          21  3  67  2

Laker           12  2  31  0

Underwood       14  4  24  0

Gooch            6  0  14  0

England second inns                                Balls 4s/6s

Hutton                lbw b Lillee        30  55

Gooch        c Gilchrist  b Marshall       2  10

May          c Lillee     b Marshall      13  37

Dexter                    b Marshall      46 121

Cowdrey M.C  c Gilchrist  b Sobers        28 150

Botham                    (Not Out)      101        142   11/3

Knott        c Marshall M b Muralitharan  12 188

Laker        c Warne      b Muralitharan  15 221

Underwood    c Warne      b Marshall      13 253

Trueman      c Warne      b Marshall       7 270

Statham      c Sobers     b Marshall       9 299

             Extras (Nb-3, B-10, Lb-10)   23

             All Out (99.3 overs)        299

Rest of the World bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Marshall      27.3  2  81  6

Lillee          23  3  80  1

Warne           11  3  19  0

Sobers          22  7  50  1

Muralitharan    16  1  46  2

Rest of the World second inns                      Balls 4s/6s

Gavaskar                  b Trueman       16  38

Richards B   c Knott      b Trueman       62 117     80    7/1

Lara         c Cowdrey M. b Statham       35 113

Richards V   st Knott     b Underwood     14 141

Tendulkar    c Hutton     b Laker         10 150

Sobers                    (Not Out)       53        129    5/0

Gilchrist    c Knott      b Statham        2 155

Warne                 lbw b Botham        11 174

Marshall     c May        b Trueman        3 199

Muralitharan c Knott      b Statham        2 210

Lillee                    b Statham        2 223

             Extras (W-1, B-6, Lb-6)      13

             All out (72.1 overs)        223

England bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Trueman         17  2  46  3

Statham       18.1  1  57  4

Botham          11  0  34  1

Laker           12  2  36  1

Underwood       14  3  37  1

Result: England won the match by 45 Runs.
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Close of play scores:

Day 1: England - 308 all out. ROW -      26 for 0 (7 overs)

Day 2: ROW -     298 for 5 (97 overs)

Day 3: ROW -     339 all out. England - 190 for 6 (67 overs)

Day 4: England - 299 all out. ROW -     199 for 7 (65 overs)

A note on the Strategy and Tactical decisions used 

Y. Anantha Narayanan

The teams were captained by Ananth who led the England team and Sridhar, who worked with Ananth in development of the system during the early 1990s, led the Rest of the World Team.

On the field, May and Sobers were the captains. Sridhar won the toss and sent England in to bat.

England first innings

1. Sridhar quickly found out that the Bridgetown pitch did not suit the spinners. He concentrated on utilizing the pace bowlers. Sobers bowled all his overs at Fast Medium.

2. At 248 for 4, England was well-placed. However, Sridhar brought back the leading pace bowlers, Marshall and Lillee and attacked the batsmen. They got the last six wickets for just over 50 runs.

3. May was stranded in the 90s. Dexter and Botham, who were set in attacking modes almost throughout their innings, produced quick 50s to give substance to the England innings.

4. On a pitch such as Bridgetown, this was probably a match winning total, as it turned to be.

Rest of the World first innings

1. Again Viv Richards was set to an attacking mode throughout his innings by Sridhar. Even though Ananth countered with defensive bowling, Richards responded with a superb 3 hour century in only 138 balls.

2. In this test also, Lara and Tendulkar were set to bat not at their usual attacking levels. Both produced good quality innings, helping ROW to a useful first innings lead of 31 runs.

3. At close on the second day, ROW was comfortably placed at 298 for 5, with Tendulkar and Gilchrist at the crease. They were poised to take a useful first innings lead. Ananth took the new ball on the third morning and Trueman and Statham responded magnificently restricting the lead to a small one.

4. For ROW also the spinners did not do anything. Trueman, Statham and Botham bowled extremely well. Dexter supported them very well with some accurate medium pace bowling.

England second innings

1. Sridhar attacked the top order English batting with some aggressive tactics and England lost three wickets with no lead to speak of.

2. Once Lillee and Marshall got tired, Ananth consolidated the innings with defensive tactics set for May and Cowdrey.

3. At 121 for 4, Botham entered and played an innings of outstanding character, reminding one of the 1981 Headingley classic. He got useful support from most of the low order batsmen. Ananth kept him around medium level attacking positions only. Sridhar knew that taking Botham's wicket was very important and did not go on the defensive. Rather he tried to take his wicket.

4. At close of play on the third day England were uncomfortably placed at 190 for 6, a lead of only 159. On the fourth day, Botham added over 100 runs for the last 4 wickets.

5. The bowling was good, with Marshall outstanding. Muralitharan chipped in with two key wickets.

ROW second innings

1. Sridhar attacked with Barry Richards and defended with Gavaskar. This worked very well, with Barry Richards scoring a quick 62.

2. Needing 269 to win, ROW was well placed at 141 for 3. Ananth attacked Viv Richards, knowing that taking a wicket was the only chance. Underwood took his only wicket of the match by deceiving Richards in flight. His Kent colleague did the rest. Tendulkar was dismissed by Laker immediately thereafter and the match swung England's way.

3. Statham, Trueman and Botham came back and took the last 5 wickets for just over 70 runs. Sobers defended with skill, to no avail.

England won a fairly close match by 45 runs and levelled the series 1-1 with 3 matches to play.

As happens at Bridgetown in real life, the pace bowlers took the bulk of the wickets. But Underwood and Laker, with key wickets turned the match in England’s favour. Warne had an undistinguished match.

Botham, for his attacking innings of 73 and 101 and 3 key wickets was the undisputed man of the match. Marshall, with 10 wickets and Statham with 8 wickets were the next best.
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Third Test

Played at Newlands, Cape Town on July 20, 2002

Rest of the world First inns

                                         Runs   At  Balls  4s/6s

Gavaskar     c Laker      b Trueman       145  273    333  10/0

Richards B   c Knott      b Trueman         1    3

Richards     c Hutton     b Statham        21   32

Tendulkar    c Statham    b Underwood      39  119

Lara        st Knott      b Laker          75  335    226   9/0

Sobers                    (Not Out)        89         206  10/0

Gilchrist             lbw b Botham         66  454     97   5/1

Warne                 lbw b Botham          4  462

Marshall     c Knott      b Botham          4  478

Muralitharan c Knott      b Statham         1  481

Lillee                    b Statham         1  485

             Extras (Nb-2, B-19, Lb-18)    39

             All Out (174.3 overs)        485

England Bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Trueman         24  5  64  2

Statham       37.3  9 103  3

Botham          34  6 102  3

Underwood       34 12  73  1

Laker           27  7  57  1

Dexter          15  3  39  0

Gooch            3  1  10  0

England First inns

                                         Runs   At  Balls  4s/6s

Hutton       c Gilchrist  b Warne          48  130

Gooch        c Gilchrist  b Marshall       11   20

Dexter                    b Marshall        3   24

May          c Lillee     b Marshall        8   32

Cowdrey M.C           lbw b Marshall       17   68

Botham                lbw b Warne          39  141

Knott        c Lillee     b Warne           6  146

Laker                 lbw b Warne           1  149

Underwood                 (Not Out)         2

Trueman      c Tendulkar  b Warne           0  149

Statham      c Gavaskar   b Lillee          1  150

             Extras (B-7, Lb-7)            14

             All Out (68.3 overs)         150

Rest of the world Bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Marshall        18  6  30  4

Lillee        15.3  4  38  1

Sobers           9  3  14  0

Muralitharan    12  4  19  0

Warne           14  2  35  5

Rest of the world Second inns

                                         Runs   At  Balls  4s/6s

Gavaskar                  (Not Out)        57         122   4/0

Richards B            lbw b Trueman         4    7

Gilchrist    c Knott      b Trueman        42   80     59   5/1

Richards     c Hutton     b Botham         13   98

Tendulkar                 (Not Out)        22

Lara

Sobers

Warne

Marshall

Muralitharan

Lillee

             Extras (Lb-12)                12

             for 3 Wkt(s) Decl (39 overs) 150

England Bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Trueman         13  2  40  2

Botham          12  0  53  1

Underwood        7  2  11  0

Laker            4  0  20  0

Statham          3  0  14  0

England Second inns

                                         Runs   At  Balls  4s/6s

Hutton                lbw b Lillee        113  254    305   9/0

Gooch                     b Lillee        104  205    246   8/1

Dexter                lbw b Warne          19  250

May          c Lara       b Muralitharan   64  404    147   5/0

Cowdrey M.C  c Gilchrist  b Lillee         24  298

Botham                    (Run Out)        49  395    113   4/0

Knott                     (Not Out)        16

Laker        c Warne      b Muralitharan    0  408

Underwood    c Lillee     b Muralitharan    0  412

Trueman      c Marshall M b Muralitharan    0  412

Statham               c & b Muralitharan   11  430

            Extras (Nb-3, B-9, Lb-18)      30

            All Out (162.2 overs)         430

Rest of the world Bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Marshall        23  9  45  0

Sobers          26  7  54  0

Lillee          39 10  99  3

Warne           32  8  63  1

Muralitharan  36.2  7 118  5

Tendulkar        6  1  24  0

Result: Rest of the World won a fairly close match by 55 runs and took a 

lead of 2-1 to Calcutta.
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Close of play scores:

Day 1: ROW -     252 for 3 (98 overs).

Day 2: ROW -     485 all out. England -  32 for 3 (17 overs).

Day 3: England - 150 all out. ROW -     150 for 3 decl.

Day 4: England - 250 for 2 (96.4 overs).

A note on the Strategy and Tactical decisions used 

Y. Anantha Narayanan

The match was simulated in the Wisden Data Services office. The teams were captained by Ananth who led the England team and Arun, who led the Rest of the World Team.

On the field, May and Sobers were the captains. Sobers won the toss and decided to bat.

Rest of the World first innings

1. From the beginning, Arun worked on getting a big first innings total, even if it look the better part of two days. Other than Viv Richards, all the other batsmen were kept at no more than Normal batting strategies. Hence the scoring rate was not the usual 3+, one associates with the ROW team.

2. Gavaskar played the anchor role, batting for well over 7 hours for his 145. Lara batted for over 5 hours and Sobers, nearly 5 hours. Only Gilchrist scored reasonably quickly.

3. Ananth could not attack the batsmen consistently since this was a good batting wicket. He got the two Richards dismissed quickly but the ROW batting depth proved vital in the end. No bowler was collared, but wickets were dear.

4. ROW compiled an impressive first innings total of 485 batting for nearly two days. The high proportion of spin overs meant that lot more than 90 overs were bowled during each day.

England first innings

1. England floundered on the second evening, losing Gooch, Dexter and May for 32 in 17 overs. Arun could set attacking fields for Marshall and Lillee and have the option to have a second go, while fresh, the next morning. Oh for a Barrington.

2. After the early dismissal of Cowdrey, Hutton and Botham steadied the innings. However, when Arun introduced Warne into the attack and set attacking fields, the writing was on the wall. Hutton left at 130, followed by the remaining 5 wickets. Warne took 5 good wickets for 35.

3. The strategies were at their extremes throughout the innings. Arun's, with very attacking fields, and Ananth's, extremely defensive. England were dismissed for 150, 335 behind.

4. Ananth and Arun went back to a discussion between them on 12 March 2001, when 5 minutes after Steve Waugh enforced the follow-on at Calcutta, Ananth told Arun that Australia should have batted again. Even a 400 in the second innings would have set problems for the team batting last. Arun prudently decided to bat again.

Rest of the World second innings

1. No problems in this innings. Attacking batting and defensive bowling. Gavaskar scored reasonably well. It was Gilchrist, promoted to No.3 who took the batting honours, with a blistering 49.

2. ROW gathered a quick 150 and Arun declared at the end of the third day, leaving England to score 486 in about 190 overs to win or save the test. It was a fair declaration. How Steve Waugh should be regretting not doing that at Calcutta.

England second innings

1. A great innings, full of incidents.

2. Arun, knowing that Hutton was the only major obstacle in ROW's way, started with attacking fields. He opened with Sobers, keeping Lillee in reserve. Ananth had no choice, but to defend. Gooch, with a fairly undistinguished series so far, started well, scoring quick runs. He reminded one of Headingley 1991.

3. Overs and hours went past and no wicket fell. Arun changed his bowlers frequently, using Sobers in either capacity.

4. An hour after tea, when the score was 200 for no loss, Arun was getting worried. He decided to play his trump card and took the new ball. Lillee responded with Gooch's wicket. As a bonus, Arun got Dexter's wicket through Warne in the last over of the day.

5. The fifth day started with England, at 250 for 2, needing a further 236 to win. The odds were against them. But Hutton was still there.

6. The body blow came in the third over of the day, when Lillee dismissed Hutton for 113.

7. To add another dimension to an already intriguing situation, rain came on for an hour in the mid-afternoon when England were well-placed at 411 for 5. A draw then became a distinct possibility.

8. May played well for his 64. Botham mixed defence and aggression in his 49. Both teams had chances to win until late in the innings. Ananth was going for a win until the fall of the seventh wicket.

9. Arun attacked the England late order with Muralitharan who cleaned up the tail, taking 5 for 118. However, it was Lillee who took the crucial wickets. England were all out for a gallant 430, 55 runs short. There were 28 overs left in the match when England's last wicket fell, although it is unlikely that all these overs could have been bowled, in view of the rain. Probably if England batted on for another 15 overs, they might have saved the match.

This was not a match of great strategies. Most of the time the two captains were at their respective extreme strategies and had very few options in front of them. 

Only the two Richards did not do anything in the match. The English spinners also did not contribute anything substantial.
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Fourth Test

Played at SCG, Sydney

Rest of the World First Inns

                                        Runs  At Balls   4/6

Gavaskar    c Knott      b Underwood      52 156   106   4/0

Richards B  c Laker      b Trueman        72 107    73   9/0

Richards             lbw b Botham         74 223   125   7/1

Lara        c Trueman    b Laker           5 173

Tendulkar            c & b Laker          13 205

Sobers      c Dexter     b Laker           0 219

Gilchrist            lbw b Statham         3 231

Warne                    b Statham         5 230

Marshall    c Laker      b Underwood      10 242

Muralithara c Knott      b Underwood       0 232

Lillee                     (Not Out)       0

            Extras (B-2, LB-6)             8

            All Out (75.4 overs)         242

England bowling
                 O  M   R  W

Trueman         13  2  45  1

Statham         10  3  35  2

Botham          13  1  69  1

Underwood     20.4  8  34  3

Dexter           6  1  25  0

Laker           13  4  26  3

England First Inns

                                        Runs  At Balls   4/6

Hutton               lbw b Muralitharan  182 428   493  17/0

Gooch                c & b Muralitharan   26  71

Dexter      c Richards   b Muralitharan   82 238   174   6/0

May                  lbw b Marshall       69 340   118   8/0

Cowdrey M.C c Gilchrist  b Warne          23 389

Botham                   b Warne           6 405

Knott       c Gavaskar   b Muralitharan    0 406

Laker       c Gilchrist  b Muralitharan    3 416

Underwood   c Lara       b Warne           4 423

Trueman                    (Not Out)       5

Statham     c Marshall M b Warne           1 429

            Extras (NB-1, B-11, LB-16)    28

            All Out (167.1 overs)        429

Rest of the World bowling
                 O  M   R  W

Marshall        25  8  77  1

Lillee          34  9  75  0

Warne         34.1  5  91  4

Sobers          30 16  58  0

Muralitharan    41 15  91  5

Tendulkar        3  1  10  0

Rest of the World Second Inns

                                        Runs  At Balls   4/6

Gavaskar    c Knott      b Trueman         0   0

Richards B  c Gooch      b Botham         53  85    75   7/0

Richards             lbw b Statham        18  69

Lara                     (Run Out)        84 240   143   9/2

Tendulkar                b Laker          33 146

Sobers      c Trueman    b Botham         41 213

Gilchrist   c Cowdrey M. b Botham          0 219

Warne                c & b Botham         15 261

Marshall    c Gooch      b Underwood       5 261

Muralithara          lbw b Laker           0 261

Lillee

            Extras (B-2, LB-10)           12

            All Out (84.1 overs)         261

England bowling
                 O  M   R  W

Trueman         13  0  66  1

Statham         23  3  72  1

Botham          24  7  74  4

Underwood       18  4  30  1

Laker          6.1  3   7  2

England Second Inns

                                        Runs  At Balls   4/6

Dexter      c Tendulkar  b Marshall        3  13

Botham                   b Marshall       14  20

Gooch       c Gilchrist  b Marshall        4  33

Cowdrey M.C c Tendulkar  b Marshall        0  33

May                        (Not Out)      32

Knott                lbw b Marshall        0  33

Hutton                     (Not Out)      20

Laker

Underwood

Trueman

Statham

            Extras (LB-3)                  3

            for 5 Wkt(s) (23.1 overs)     76

Rest of the World bowling
                 O  M   R  W

Marshall        12  1  33  5

Lillee        11.1  0  40  0

Result: England Won the match by 5 Wkts.

Man of the match: Hutton, for his 200 plus runs, especially the priceless 20 runs in the second innings.

Day end scores

Day 1: ROW 242 all out. England 48 for no loss (18 overs)

Day 2: England 310 for 2 (112 overs)

Day 3: England 429 all out. ROW 112 for 3 (37 overs)
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 Note on Strategy and Tactics

Y. Anantha Narayanan

The teams were captained by Ananth who led the Rest of the World team and Arun (WDS), who led the England team.

On the field, May and Sobers were the captains. May won the toss and decided to field.

Rest of the World first innings

1. After instructing ROW to bat, Arun adopted an aggressive strategy to justify his decision. He attacked both Gavaskar and Barry Richards. The scoring rate was quite brisk and ROW posted a century opening stand by lunch.

2. Even after lunch, Arun continued aggressive tactics. This paid off and once the openers were dismissed, the scoring rate fell off.

3. Viv Richards mixed caution with aggression and scored a good 70 plus. However, wickets continued to fall and no partnership got going. When Sobers and Gilchrist came in, Arun went on a wicket taking strategy for them and this paid off, with their dismissal for 0 and 3.

4. ROW were dismissed for 242, an hour before close. This was a triumph for Arun, who justified his decision to field with very aggressive tactics, never allowing the batsmen to settle down.

England first innings

1. Coming in to bat on the first day itself was a bonus for England and Arun was not going to let slip this opportunity.

2. All the England batsmen responded. Hutton, again playing the anchor role he has played so often in the series, and the other top batsmen producing good quality innings. There were 5 good stands, led by the Hutton-May century stand, which ensured a healthy lead for England.

3. Ananth had no option but to attack. His pace bowlers, for once, failed to deliver. Even the spinners, despite the helpful SCG wicket, clicked only towards the end. England scored at a reasonable pace throughout their innings.

4. There was a collapse at the end and 6 wickets, including that of Hutton, fell for 24 runs. At one stage, a lead of well over 250 seemed to be a possibility. Finally England were dismissed for 429, a lead of 187 runs.

Rest of the World second innings

1. If ever a team could bat itself out of a 187 run deficit, it was this team, with batting strength and depth. A score of 400 runs would have left England with a very difficult task.

2. The sledge hammer blow came in the second ball with the shock dismissal of Gavaskar by Trueman. Afterwards, it was a battle uphill.

3. Arun kept fairly attacking fields through out and took key wickets. Once again Barry Richards scored a valuable 50. But Viv Richards went for a low score and the cat moved amongst the pigeons.

4. Lara played a beautiful innings and looked like taking ROW out of trouble. Then a disastrous run out with Warne happened and ROW folded up for 261, leaving England to score only 76 to win.

5. Only Lara and Barry Richards, and to a lesser extent, Tendulkar and Sobers played well. Arun's attacking tactics took care of Gavaskar and Gilchrist. He used his insticts and bowled Botham at the right moments who responded with 4 wickets.

England second innings

1. This was an amazing innings. Arun assumed that it would be an easy win for England and decided to send other batsmen in. Especially he felt that Botham deserved to take England to a win.

2. Ananth kept Marshall and Lillee bowling to a Carmody-type field and hoped for the best. The miracle almost came through. The changed batting order collapsed and soon England were 33 for 5. At this stage Marshall had figures of 5 for 12.

3. Then sanity set in and Hutton, informing Arun in his stern Pudsey accent, in no uncertain terms, never to tamper with the batting order, took England to a great win, in the company of his skipper, who played a calm and collected knock. This innings of Hutton was as important as his first innings score.

4. If only the vaunted ROW batting order had clicked once and left England with a target of 150, the result might have been different.

For ROW, the double failure of Gilchrist and the 2-ball innings of Gavaskar in the second innings were body blows from which they could not recover.

In the end, a fair result, considering the strength of the Rest of the World team. Barrington for Cowdrey and some more bowling options would have been great.
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Fifth Test

Played at Eden Gardens, Calcutta

England First Inns

                                        Runs  At Balls   4/6

Hutton      c Warne      b Muralitharan   20  67

Gooch                lbw b Sobers         23  48

Dexter      c Warne      b Marshall      132 278   283  12/1

May                  lbw b Sobers         14 112

Cowdrey M.C          lbw b Marshall       20 158

Botham               c & b Lillee         44 220

Knott       c Richards B b Lillee          0 232

Laker                    b Sobers          0 233

Underwood                b Lillee          0 238

Trueman                    (Not Out)      14

Statham     c Warne      b Marshall        1 282

            Extras (B-5, LB-9)            14

            All Out (98.1 overs)         282

Rest of the World bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Marshall      21.1  4  56  3

Lillee          22  2  66  3

Sobers          25  6  64  3

Muralitharan    13  1  37  1

Warne           17  2  45  0

Rest of the World First Inns

                                        Runs  At Balls   4/6

Gavaskar             c & b Dexter         51 178   145   5/0

Richards B           lbw b Dexter         93 140    98  13/0

Richards    c Laker      b Dexter         21 181

Lara                 lbw b Statham       106 442   344  10/2

Tendulkar                  (Not Out)     200       475  16/2

Sobers                     (Not Out)     102       202  12/1

Gilchrist

Warne

Marshall

Muralitharan

Lillee

             Extras (NB-2, B-16, LB-25)   43

             for 4 Wkts Decl (218 overs) 616

England bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Trueman         39  3 132  0

Statham         37 11 129  1

Botham          32  6 114  0

Dexter          47 14 100  3

Underwood       37 17  48  0

Laker           26  9  52  0

England Second Inns

                                        Runs  At Balls   4/6

Hutton                   b Warne          56 112   164   2/0

Gooch       c Richards   b Marshall       16  63

Dexter               lbw b Sobers         13  82

May                  lbw b Muralitharan  102 281   253   8/0

Cowdrey M.C c Gilchrist  b Lillee         47 199

Botham                   b Muralitharan    2 212

Knott       c Lara       b Muralitharan    5 230

Laker       c Substitute b Sobers          5 240

Underwood            lbw b Marshall        6 276

Trueman                    (Not Out)       1

Statham              c & b Marshall        1 282

            Extras (NB-1, B-10, LB-17)    28

            All Out (124.3 overs)        282

Rest of the World bowling

                 O  M   R  W

Marshall      32.1  6  71  3

Lillee          29  6  61  1

Sobers          26  8  49  2

Warne           14  2  34  1

Muralitharan    23 10  40  3

Result: Rest of the World won the match by an innings and 52 runs. 

Man of the match: Sobers, for his all-round performance, closely followed by Tendulkar.

Day end scores

Day 1: England 276 for 8 (95 overs)

Day 2: England 282 all out. ROW 252 for 3 (85 overs)

Day 3: ROW 513 for 4 (181 overs)

Day 4: ROW 616 for 4 decl. England 131 for 3 (55 overs).
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Note on Strategy and Tactics

Y. Anantha Narayanan

The teams were captained by Ananth who led the Rest of the World team and Shankar, who led the England team.

On the field, May and Sobers were the captains. May won the toss and decided to bat.

England first innings

1. The innings followed fairly predictable pattern. Hutton, with an average of 56.67 and the ability to bat in a completely defensive role, was asked by Shankar to do that. The other batsmen, all with averages below 50, have not been consistent enough to put up match-winning scores. This time Dexter played wonderfully well. Again, Barrington at No.3 and Dexter and May at 4 and 5 would have made a lot of difference.

2. Dexter was played in a relatively defensive role and he anchored the innings very well. A reasonably lively Eden gardens wicket suited all bowlers and ROW kept on taking wickets at regular intervals. The new ball, taken towards the end of the day, produced a flurry of wickets.

3. Ananth mixed attacking and defensive strategies. He knew that, unlike Bridgetown, a total of 300 would not be a good score at Eden Gardens, which tends to become a flat pitch during the middle days of the test match.

4. England finished at 276 for 8, with Dexter still at the crease. Towards the end of the day, Shankar moved Dexter to a more attacking role, which produced quite a few runs in the last hour.

5. On the next morning, a fresh Marshall cleaned up the last two wickets including that of Dexter, who made a wonderful 132. His only support came from Botham.

Rest of the World first innings

1. With this batting lineup, it does not require a great captain. Ananth followed his tactics of anchoring with Gavaskar, attacking with Richards and Richards and consolidating with Lara and Tendulkar.

2. This time Barry Richards played a blinder of an innings. Shankar had to attack, in order to have any chance, and Ananth responded with an attacking strategy for Barry Richards, who scored an exhilarating run-a-ball 93.

3. Lara and Tendulkar had a fairly slow 261 run partnership, made in nearly 100 overs. Lara, in particular, completed a slow, but valuable, 100.

4. Tendulkar continued, this time in partnership with Sobers, who helped himself with a century, considerably quicker than Lara's. The two added 174 in reasonably quick time.

5. There was nothing in the bowling. Dexter, who was bowled by Shankar for long spells was the pick of the bowlers. He took 3 wickets, while keeping a tight check on the scoring rate. The other two pace giants toiled for a long time. Underwood and Laker were economical, that's all.

6. Ananth declared a few overs after lunch on the fourth day, immediately after Tendulkar and Sobers reached their inevitable landmarks. England went in to bat, 334 runs in arrears.

England second inns

1. Again an innings of extreme strategies. Ananth attacking and Shankar defending.

2. Two wickets fell quickly and then Hutton and May started a partnership. Just as it looked as if they would have seen through the day, Hutton fell in the last half hour to Warne. This set England back considerably.

3. On the last day, May and Cowdrey started their almost insurmountable task. They needed to bat for 4 hours at least to save the test (Time machine needed to take the two back to 3 June, 1957 to Birmingham !!!). Not very easy to do so against world class bowlers on a wearing wicket.

4. They tried valiantly but once Cowdrey was out, Botham and Knott were not the batsmen to save tests. May completed a gallant century, only a personal landmark. Not enough to save the test.

5. Muralitharan and Marshall were the key bowlers. The English tail could not provide the required support to May.

6. Finally an easy win by an innings with nearly 2 hours to spare.

Gooch did not do much with the bat. The bowlers were helpless. The ominous thing was that Gilchrist, with a genuine Test average of 60.00, did not touch the bat at all.

Man of the Series: Hutton, for his aggregate of 744 runs, scored at an average of 93.00, including 4 centuries.
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